
Name: Justine Garrett    Date:  
Subject: English Language Arts              Grade: Three 

Content: (Topic) 
Poems; limerick 
 
 

Teaching Instructional Strategies:  
Direct Instruction- structured overview 

Outcome/s:  
 CC3.4 Write to communicate ideas, information, and 
experiences pertaining to a topic by creating easy-to-follow 
writing (including a short report, a procedure, a letter, a 
story, a short script, and a poem) with a clear purpose, 
correct paragraph structure, and interesting detail. 
 

Indicator/s:  
 

Prerequisite Learning:  
The students have been working on poetry for a while and recently completed a haiku poem.  

Lesson Preparation: Equipment/materials:  
Information/ worksheet from Kidzone and blank paper  
Resources: 
https://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/limerick.htm  
Assessment/Evaluation 
Provided rubric based on the Haiku Evaluation Rubric from Read Write Think 



 
 
 
 
Set  
-The teacher will begin by reading a limerick 
-Question the students: Do you think that was a poem? What did you 
notice or hear about the poem?  
-read two more limericks and re-ask the questions  
-tell the students a limerick is a 5 line poem that is often humerous  
  
Development  
-give students the handout from Kidzone Poetry. Have the students 
read it out loud 
-explain to the students that this poem, like haiku, is based on syllables  
-the syllables rules for each line is 8, 8, 5, 5, 8 
-the 8’s usually rhyme and the 5’s rhyme  
-they often start with “There once was a…” or “There was a…” 
-they may work in partners on their first limerick 
-next they must write on one their own, have it proof read by a teacher 
-after proofread they may begin a good draft in which they may draw a 
picture to go along with their poem 
 
-ensure students are using capitals where necessary and write their 
titles properly  
 
Closure  
 -students will share their poetry with the class 
 
*note this may take more than one class 

Classroom 
Management 

Strategies 
 

 
-hooking their attention with a 
funny limerick 
 
 
-emphasizing humour to get 
them excited 
 
-having them read to stay on 
task and more focused  
 
-clap out syllables if needed 
 
 
 
-working together for ideas and 
then alone for evaluation  
 
 
-reminders, especially for the 
grade three’s  
 
 
-practicing their speech  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



LIMERICK EVALUATION RUBRIC 

Distinguished 
(4 points) E 

Proficient 
(3 points) M 

Basic 
(2 points) P 

Unsatisfactory 
(1 points) N 

 
Poem follows 8-8-5-
5-8 syllable Limerick 

pattern 

 
One line does not 
follow 8-8-5-5-8 
syllable Limerick 

pattern, but the rest 
does 

 

 
Two or three lines do 
not follow 8-8-5-5-8 

syllable Limerick 
pattern, but the rest 

does 

 
Poem does not follow 

the 8-8-5-5-8 
syllable Limerick 

pattern 

 
Limerick format is 
very attractive and 
easy to read, clear 
spacing of words, 

almost no spelling or 
grammar errors (2 or 

less). Everything 
rhymes accordingly. 

 

 
Limerick format is 

attractive and easy to 
read, clear spacing of 

words, few spelling 
and grammar errors 
(3). Almost all lines 
rhyme accordingly. 

 
Limerick format is 
easy to read, poor 

spacing of words and 
many (4 or more) 

spelling and grammar 
errors. Very few lines 

rhyme accordingly. 

 
Limerick format is 

not easy to read. No 
rhyming. 

 
Poem includes vivid 
descriptive imagery. 

 

 
Poem includes clear 
descriptive imagery. 

 
Poem includes some 
descriptive imagery. 

 
Poem does not include 
descriptive imagery. 

 
The poem includes 

humour and is related 
in a way that makes 

sense. 

 
Poem is somewhat 

humorous and 
somewhat related in a 

way that makes 
sense. 

 

 
The poem lacks 

humour and is not 
clearly related. 

 
Poem has no humour 
and is not related at 

all. 

 
Illustrations are 

extremely creative 
and appropriate/ 

relatable to the poem. 
 

 
Illustrations are 
attractive and 
appropriate/ 

relatable to the poem. 

 
Illustrations are 
appropriate but 
unimaginative. 

 
Illustrations are dull 
and do not related to 

the poem. 


